














Dr. Joseph Graham, president of Texas Right to Life,
visits with one of his former students from the
University of St. Thomas, Dr. Matthew Lenz. Dr. Lenz
was Texas Right to Life’s 2006 Pro-Life Doctor of the
Year Award Recipient because of his willingness to
care for Andrea Clark in her final days. He shared
how the Texas Futile Care Law automatically pits
families against doctors, as with Andrea’s family,

and urged legislators to change the law.

substitute for SB 439—a substitute identical

to the unacceptable Delisi bill in the House.
Unfortunately, this substitute included six elements
that rendered the bill even worse than current law
while giving the family only an additional eleven
days to find a transfer. Lieutenant Governor David

Dewhurst intervened and oversaw negotiations.
He offered his own office for the stakeholders,
including Texas Right to Life, Free Market
Foundation, disability rights advocates, and the
medical and hospital associations. To his credit,
Dewhurst would not allow the bill to come to the
Senate Floor until the problems were remedied.
Because of his assistance, SB 439 emerged from his
office and then from the Senate Floor in a clean,
acceptable form, albeit not close to the original
strength of SB 439. Regrettably, when the bill
reached the Public Health Committee in the
House, the negotiated agreement masterfully
orchestrated by Dewhurst was disregarded, and
harmful amendments were added. Nonetheless,
SB 439 emerged and was placed on the House
Calendar, where it died on the last day of eligibility
due to its low placement on the schedule.

HB 1094/SB 439 did not die due to a lack of
support. In the House seventy-seven out of

150 members co-authored the bill signifying
their commitment to vote for the issue, and
about a dozen more members firmly committed
to support the measure while choosing not to
co-author. Twenty of these House co-authors
were Democrats who took active leadership,
demonstrating the most bi-partisan effort in the
history of Pro-Life bills in Texas. Likewise, eleven
of thirty Senators (one Senator was ill most of the
session) co-authored SB 439 (2 Democrats and 9
Republicans). Texas Right to Life hopes that such
established support coupled with a new awareness
of the issue will lay the foundation for a victory in

Albert Metz, affectionately known as “Sparky,” told
legislators during the 80th Legislative Session about
how, at his birth, his healthcare providers told his
parents not to feed him. His parents did feed him,
and he is now fifty years old and leading a life that
has tremendous value and meaning.

the near future. As we continue to help families in
the interim who are victims of this law, we will be
reminded of the importance of our perseverance
in this battle. And we pray that no one else will
be the victim of this state-sanctioned, draconian
involuntary euthanasia process.
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Why Develop Chapters?

Education is the primary goal of our local
chapters. Media can rarely be trusted to deliver
honest messages regarding life issues, yet all too
often unknowing viewers trust the typical media
outlets to convey the truth. How much do you
know about stem cell research, euthanasia, human
cloning, and existing Pro-Life laws?

Better equip yourself to defend innocent human
life! Texas Right to Life will provide you with the
resources to learn more and educate your friends,
families, co-workers, and neighbors. Are you
willing to devote two evenings a month to
spreading the message of Life?

Please contact Melissa Castillo, Chapter
Development Director, at 713-782-LIFE or
MCastillo@TexasRightToLife.com if you have
any questions.

Chapters support the efforts of the statewide office of
Texas Right to Life by uniting and strengthening the
local Pro-Life community through educational,
legislative, and political efforts.

Chapter Contact Information:
Bay Area:

Dr. Sara Hicks 281-648-2154
Hicks_SK@yahoo.com
Collin County:

Mrs. Juanita Hernandez 469-235-6558
CCRTL@gmail.com
Dallas County:

Mr. Buck Werner 972-283-5888
Ellis County:

Mr. Todd Little 469-218-2300
TDLittle9@msn.com
Greater Lake Houston:

Rev. Doyle Theimer 281-360-7936

DJTheimer@cebridge.net

Katy:

Mr. Tom Allum 281-578-2747
Life@KatyRTL.com
www.KatyRTL.com

Lubbock County:

Mr. Chris Rankin 806-445-0411
CantonSt@yahoo.com
Madison County:
Mrs. Betty Ann Reynolds 936-348-6644
BettyAnnReynolds@sbcglobal.net
Montgomery County:
Dr. Joe Morrison 936-756-3680
MontCountyRTL@consolidated.net
Smith County:
Mr. Jim Smith 214-537-2797
SmithCountyRTL@swbell.net
Tarrant County:
Mr. Darren Slider 817-535-8399
ProLife@ProLifeTarrant.com

www.ProLifeTarrant.com
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